
Stouffville District 
Secondary School

Class of 2027

General Information & Course Selection Process 
for Grade 8 Students



Grade 8 Open House
December 15, 2022 

6:30-8:00 pm
• Musical Showcase
• Information Session
• Clubs and Teams Fair
• Self- Guided Tours
• Open Door Visits
• Gift Bag Draw
• School-aged Babysitting



Brainstorming Question

What do high school and elementary school have in 
common?

Elementary 
School

High 
School?



Brainstorming Question

How is Stouffville District Secondary School 
different from your elementary school? 

Elementary 
School

High 
School



So, what’s different?

• No recess
• Larger school (approximately 1200 students)
• Expecting ~300 Grade 9 students next year
• Semester system – 2 semesters per year
• 4 courses (and teachers) per day
• 75 minute classes
• 1.5 hour final exams
• Credit system = 30 credits in 4 years
• Cafeteria and other specialized facilities 

(hospitality, autoshop, woodshop, etc.)







Exploring SDSS

10 MINUTES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMD4pelFEpM&ab_channel=PomodoroMusicTimer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMD4pelFEpM&ab_channel=PomodoroMusicTimer


Exploring SDSS

TIME IS UP!





Quiz Time!

The SDSS school mascot is a…

A. Raven

B. Viking

C. Wildcat

D. Spartan

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQ3NDMzMzY4MTg2MDY0MDgwMzciLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFlTXI3U0NjbUxCakVzaGN2YjFXVUotTU5vLXI4RkJOLVBKeTRhVFRyZWVBIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6InAxOSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWVNcjdTQ2NtTEJqRXNoY3ZiMVdVSi1NTm8tcjhGQk4tUEp5NGFUVHJlZUEvYmZlZTYzYmUtMmQ3My00NTJhLThjOTktMWViMWY3ZGUwYWRmIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier
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Quiz Time!

When choosing your courses, you should 
consider:

A. Strengths

B. Interests

C. Work habits

D. All of the above
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Quiz Time!

Which of the following is NOT one of the 
course types offered in Grade 9? 

A. Destreamed

B. Locally Developed

C. Closed

D. Open
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Types of Courses
Grade 9

Destreamed 
• Replacing academic and applied courses

• Math & Science



Types of Courses
Grade 9

Single Streamed
• Replacing academic and applied courses

• English, French, Geography



Types of Courses
Grades 9 & 10 

Open
• Elective courses

• An opportunity to explore an area of interest 

for all students



Types of Courses
Grades 9 & 10 

Locally Developed
• Courses for students who have been receiving 

significantly modified programming in grade 8

• English, Math, Science



Types of Courses
Grade 9 Health & Physical 

Education 
All-Gender - PPL1O1

Girls - PPL1O8

Boys - PPL1O9



Quiz Time!

To graduate, I need ___ hours of 
community involvement.

A. 10

B. 20

C. 30

D. 40
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Diploma Requirements (OSSD)

    18    Compulsory Credits
+  12    Optional Credits***

 30    Total Credit

+     Literacy Requirement   

+   40 Hours of Community Involvement



Quiz Time!

To graduate, I must complete ____  
English credits. 

A. 3

B. 4

C. 5

D. 8
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Quiz Time!

To graduate, I must complete 3 credits in 
which subject area?

A. Mathematics

B. Arts

C. Science

D. Technology Studies
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Compulsory Credits

• 4  credits in English (1 credit per grade, max. 3 ESL credits)

• 3  credits in mathematics (at least 1 in Gr. 11 or 12) 

• 2  credits in science 
• 1  credit in the Arts (music, visual arts, drama) 
• 1  credit in French as a second language
• 1  credit in Canadian history
• 1  credit in Canadian geography
• 1  credit in health and physical education
• 0.5 credit in civics (Grade 10)

• 0.5 credit in career studies (Grade 10)



Compulsory Credits

Plus … one from the EACH of the following:

Group 1:   ONE additional credit in English, or French as a Second Language, or a 
Native, Classical or International Language, or a Social Science and 
Humanities, or Canadian and World Studies, or Guidance & Career 
Education, or Co-op Education *

Group 2:   ONE additional credit in Health and Physical Education, or Business 
Studies, or the Arts (music, visual arts, drama), or French as a Second 
Language, or Co-op Education *

Group 3:   ONE additional credit in Science (grades 11 or 12), or Technological 
Education (grades 9-12), or Computer Studies or French as a Second 
Language, or Co-op Education *
• a maximum of 2 credits in cooperative education can count as compulsory credits; 
• French as a second language can count as a Group 2 or Group 3, not both



12 Elective Credits

• Allows students to explore areas of interest and 
enrichment

• Can support career pathways

• Various opportunities available





Course Selection

In order to meet graduation diploma 
requirements, it is strongly recommended that 
students take the following subjects in Grade 9:

1. English
2. Mathematics
3. Science
4. Geography
5. French                      
6. Health & Physical Education
7. Elective 1 (recommend an Arts credit)
8. Elective 2



Course Selection

Students can choose 2 elective credits from the 
following:

1. Drama
2. Exploring Technology
3. Food and Nutrition
4. Exploring Hairstyling and Aesthetics
5. Information and Communication Technology in Business
6. Learning Strategies (must have an IEP)
7. Music
8. Visual Arts

Note: If a student chooses to not take an Arts course (Music, Visual Arts, 
Dramatic Arts) in Grade 9, it is strongly recommended that they take 
one in Grade 10



Supports and Programs



Special Education 

Identified students can receive the following classroom 
support:

• Learning Strategies classes
• Monitoring/in-class resourcing
• Accommodations
• Learning Centre access
• Student transition plan to post-secondary education, work 

and/or community living



ESL Support Program

• Students new to Canada may need help to develop 
the level of proficiency in English required for success 
at school.

• ESL courses are offered from Level A – E and support 
the transition into regular English classes. 

• Speak to your teachers to see which level would be 
appropriate for you

• Supports/accommodations will continue throughout



Sports at SDSS
Fall

Basketball—Girls

Cross-Country

Golf—Boys

Golf—Girls

Rugby 7’s —Boys

Rugby 7’s—Girls

Varsity Field 
Hockey—Girls

Volleyball—Junior Boys

Volleyball—Senior Boys

Winter

Badminton—Junior

Badminton—Senior

Basketball—Junior Boys

Basketball—Senior Boys

Varsity Hockey—Boys

Varsity Hockey—Girls

Volleyball—Junior Girls

Volleyball—Senior Girls

Spring

Rugby 15’s - Varsity Girls

Rugby 15’s - Junior Boys

Rugby 15’s - Senior Boys

Varsity Soccer —Girls

Track & Field

Ultimate Frisbee - Co-ed

Varsity Baseball—Boys

Varsity Lacrosse—Boys

Varsity Lacrosse—Girls



Clubs at SDSS
Afro Caribbean Student
Alliance

Art & Wellness Club (Come 
on Get Happy) 

Athletic Council

Best Buddies Program

Book Club

Chess Club

Christian Club

DECA

Drama Club (Hit the Lights)

Eco Team

Empowered Student 
Partnerships (ESP)

Equity & Inclusivity Club

ESL Social Club

Gay Straight Alliance

Indian Student Assoc. 

Math Club

Music Council

Muslim Student 
Association

Sax Quartet

Science Club

Student Network of 
Leadership (SNL)

Student Council

Tamil Student Alliance

Tech Crew

Trumpet Ensemble

Well-Being Team



Transfer Policy

• Students mapped to Stouffville District Secondary School who 
are interested in attending a different high school must 
submit their transfer form to their home school by a date not 
yet determined. Your teacher will inform you of this date.

• Transfer forms are available in the Guidance Department in all 
YRDSB secondary schools



Grade 8 Open House
December 15, 2022 

6:30-8:00 pm
• Musical Showcase
• Information Session
• Clubs and Teams Fair
• Self- Guided Tours
• Open Door Visits
• Gift Bag Draw
• School-aged Babysitting


